means for controlling the printing means according to the operation 
condition so that the printing means can print an image according to the image dat^^ 

wherein data reading Kom the removable storge medium is enabled and 



data writing to the medium is disabled when tne medium is connected to the printer. 



32. (New) 
is a memory card. 



The printer according to claim 31, wherein the removable storage medium 




33. (New) The printer acS^si^ing to claim 3 1 , wherein compressed image data is 
stored in the removable storage medium ^d^he printer further comprises means for expanding 
the compressed image data read out from the renn^able storage medium. 

^'^^^4. (New) The prin^r according to claim 31, further comprising means for erasing 
the image data and output control a^ta stored in the removable storage medium, after printing the 
image data. 



3 5 . (New) A printer comprising : 

means for printing amimage according to image data; 

means for retrieving omtput control data and image data from a removable 
storage mediimi when the medium is connected to the means for retrieving; 

means for setting an op eration condition of the printing means according 
to the output control data; 

means for controlling ihe printing means according to the operation 
condition so that the printing means can print an image according to the image data; 

a sorter for sorting pmnted paper; and 

means for controlling the sorter according to output control data stored in 
the removable storage medium. 



36. (New) The printer ^cording to claim 35, further comprising means for storing 
information of functions of the printing means and sorter into the removable storage medium so 
that the information can be used by an External equipment for generating output control data. 



37. (New) A printer comprising: 

means for printing an image according to image data; 

means for retrieving output control data and image data from a removable 



cted to the means for retrieving; 
operation condition of the printing means according 



storage medium when the medium is conni 

means for setting an 
to the output control data; 

means for controlling the printing means according to the operation 



condition so that the printing means can prii t an image according to the image data; 

a finisher for stapling printed paper; and 

means for controlling the finisher according to output control data stored 
in the removable storage medium. 



38. (New) The printer according to claim 37, further comprising means for storing 
information of functions of the printing misans and finisher into the removable storage medium 
so that the information can be used by an/external equipment for generating output control data. 



39. (New) A method for penorming operations on a printer, comprising the steps of: 
retrieving outpux control data and image data stored in a removable storage 
medium when the medium is connected to the printer; 

setting a prinfmg condition according to the output control data; and 
printing an jmage on a print medium based on the image data according to 

the printing condition; 

wherein rfata reading from the removable storage medium is enabled and 
data writing to the medium is disabled when the medium is connected to the printer. 
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40. (New)\ The method of claim 39, further comprising a step of storing the image 
data in the removableStorage medium. 



41 . (New) The mettK)d of claim 40, further comprising a step of erasing the image 
data stored in the removable stora^ medium, after printing the image data. 

42. (New) The method of clami 39, further comprising steps of: 

storing image data as ch^pressed image data in the removable storge 

medium; and 

reading out the image data fro^ the removable storage medium by 
expanding the compressed image data. 



J?"^ "^43. (New) The method oR^aim 39, further comprising a step of erasing output 
data stored in the removable storage medium, after printing the image data. 
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44. (New) A method for performmg operations on a printer, comprising the steps of: 

retrieving output control data and image data from a removable storage 
medium when the medium is connected to the printer; 

setting a printing condition according to the output control data; 

printing an image on a priilt medium based on the image data according to 
the printing condition; and 

sorting the print medium With a sorter according to the output control data. 



45. (New) The method of claim 44, iurther comprising a step of storing information 
of functions of the printer and the sorter into the removable storage medium so that the 
information can be used by extemal equipment for generating output control data. 



46. (New) A method for perfor 
retrieving output coi 
medium when the medium is connected to 



aing operations on a printer, comprising the steps of: 
trol data and image data from a removable storage 
he printer; 



